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red to'carefully, and ben say if there is the least appearance of } 
uncircumcised being regarded by the apostle as sustaining an a Hho 
Abraham except: they actually possess the. faith Abraham exercised, “Tf we 
believe in Christ,” is the consiant tenor of the apostle’s argument, then ate we 
Abraham's children and heirs according to the promise. 
as cirgumeision, which was the sign and f the 
which Abraham had, a yet unciroumcised, dnd was given to his natural 
children, so baptism, thie sign of the Poe’ th, should be given to. his” 
natural children. This misapplication of ihe appstle’s argument arises from = ‘ 
a great mtoperehension in extend ‘on as @ sign of faith to the ~ 
descendants of Abraham, instead of | particular to Abraham 
himself, Let it be remembered that this.seal of the covenant was given to . 
Abraham's servants as well as his children. . Were all ,;Who were bought with 
Abraham's money, poss of Abraham’s faith? Thé wild youth Ishmael— 
had he his father’s faith Circumcision was a sign of faith to Abraham. but 
not to his posterity, On his part, it was a voluntary act: in. 
it was involuntary, .-Tt was to them all a sign of Abraha 
Christ’s, then oe Teeeaenie aaa = 
ive evidence t y are 8, 
“like that of the father t Pe ae Toeenclade ; 
mark we might.a to church history in sapporto en le ae 
also allade.to the old baptisms oa or in the b 
show that in every instance something is said that clear} _deponetraten there 
were no little infants in any of them. Bat our limit forbids ts this pri 
and these circumstances are quite familiar to every intelligent Bapt 
‘we think we have fully sustained our position thai none but believers are enti- 
tled to the ordinances of Jesus, . <\ 
We now come to take some notice of ou tion, which is, to 
prove that immersion in waief is essential to the of ‘ . This 
we shall attempt, in the first place by noticing the philological meaning of the 
term used in the commission. . Here we remark that it isa happy cireymstance 
that but one Greek term has been employed with reference tothe ordinance of 
baptism—that is BAIITIZQ, (Baptize.) That the primitive ing of this 
word is to immerse or dip, is conceded by all the advocates sprinkling of any 
pretension to philological knowledge; and the fact that all n-/ 
¢ Pp 
ordinary mean pughout the G classics, has been establish 
Stennett, Gill, Oat Cea » Judd and a 
sibility ul 5 growed taken by Professor y in bis lu- 
cid.and review of Professor Stewart on baptism is, that the ral 
meaning - ene ew) to dip, rok: ‘aa ite seconary or 
occasional mean to owerwheles rally or It ma r: 
ther added, th a is ‘in. the Greek damien for washing. 
by dipping; and that it is never - 
ould be some slight 
or eument in proof that baptize tight be consideredis, a term open to vatiety( 
of meaning, if a more specific term had not been em ut.the reverse 
is the fact. There is a term in Greek that refers » Whether by dip- 
ping or any other mode; but that a not baptizo lou, -Alad it been th 
design of Christ to leave this word as matter of indi ce, love would hav 
been employed.’ Even that term, however, would not have justified sprinkling 
ion of all desirous to be assured of the true meaning of 
To wash the perton of au individual’ Si: any reaeate! 
‘0 t an indiv. -- 2d. Tow, (pluno, 
a clothes. 3d. Nerrw, (Nipto,)}—To rinse the hands 


te 

econ 
ex where performed 
appl of pouring or -¢ Tt wou 


6 we, \ 
tcher.  Gth. Beexw, ( Breche 
D; andTth. Parriges, (Suecnina 

Pi first of these words, lowe, occars in John xiii: 10 
‘mtplo, He that is washed needeth not, saveto wash his feet. " Th 
it is used in the New Testament is respect See te Dor- 
cas. The third, it is in ha contrast with bapltize—“and he them the 
same hour of the night and washed their stripes, and was baptized.” If the 
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there manifestly exists no a itude in either inkling of pouring, : Moreover, 
sprinkling or Soatin aifforns no i uarption of t of the 


indication or 
person clai x The action of wash Scoatbeoee vs _ 
ject to be aut oat when te of gi a , and i, cepainly. Pre 


to be performed on him is able to deliver him t wretched 


Ni plore wegard both presumptions to be false and ral. We think the 
: seriptore Is us plainly thar faith in the blood of the “emer, without the 

aid of any other action performable by the sinner, removes his 

him from ishment, and commends is regeneration. Now, i 


“—e true, 
the believer, when he claims ba ism and none but a believer is orized 1 
claim it,) he a uilt to yenete. Hi ‘sins are already fe eh ni on 3 
(idee Gite Neves pan ela ae dd 
iS person is , 
\ from. the dominion of habitual y The action of , therefore, 
is eo nk a ote a _ a : 
then, and was being manifest 
unfit to answer purposes of the bapticme| institution, Jet us examine the 
penune i sujet fo leansed froma nce the Nation by the weerioe cee 
ject tobe c mora 
bicod of Jentaen ist, and justified by a faith whith rece righteousness 
’ of Christ, conseqnently ¢ from the tof habitual and Original de. 
pravity by faith and regene , the ca for baptism, being thus quali- 
ficd, possesses the parity which immersion presupposes, Second 17, It pre-umes 


release punis. 
ment, enlighten the understandi or purify the feeli and a: of the 
heat for ci these are effected by thew d of truth sed the Spirit ofan 
Producing faith in Jesus Christ, and not by baptism. ¢ Third) 4 on 

| Affords the fiuest image conceivable of the death, burial the 
Saviour and his genuine —_ Lastly, if what is seemingly taught in the 
new testament be true, that on never was used by our race as a religions 

| rite till by the express command of Gad, it Was used by John the Baptist, and 

by Jesus Christ 2 the 1 


world. Is it @ matter of no the 

make void an ordinance of Godt Shall ) be Weeused of eet mee 

iastinsiey ag superstition, because xious and zealous to cue an 

Irie on of the Jesus Christ is memtpetual err i? 
, Wer @ question water, question 

whether men lay’ hands on an ord i nce of the prose een 


of the Church, say it of its and its 
ther they shall, strike donee down, in temple of ltrath, the noble pi sped 
justifying faith; whether they shail lift from the sinner's conscience aweight 
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of they have been delivered in the-stature book ct eget! Keep Abs 
the will of the and 
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the ‘want of water.in the jail to baptize the jailer, 
and also in the Greek Preposition ey (en) or cs, (eis,) &e.—which litle things 
merit no reply from us, a ae 
, In conclusion, we desire to record our deliberate and most serious convic- 
« tion that, could prepoascesion and prejudice be laid .aside, there would: never 
for one moment be a single doubt ib the minds of any, that immersion is com- 
manded by Christ and is essential to the nature of | baptism. , 
es the Lord hasten the period when all who profess to love the Lord , 
Jesus Christ shall sabmit their opinions to the decisions of bis word, and shail} v 
follow in obedience to all his command nts, } 
r f > - D. B. CRAWFORD. 



















Choreb, and and setile, if\ possible, the difficulty hitherto 
existing paren at church and the Association beg leave to. a 









: » William \ 

t at the said charch, and were kindly rs 
and — who Seemed thescharch, 
at -by the church at Eljiot’s Meeting 
h for exercising discipline 






















morse a Se charge specified in the letter; 
n ce ; rds visited the church at. 
Ellice’ e cempwiy th brother Ba Revagrindedl the charge befo wh thee { 








- Church; ‘but’ that, as the feelings of the ‘brethren were hurt in consequence of | 





, Chairman. 


he destitution ef 


HOLLOWAY 


it 


ted. 
L. B, 


the of t oat 
> supply that destitntion, respectfully beg 


referred 


; : 
; 


a33 oo tas ait 
Aa ge 


~- 


RR eel 





vo” SSP PSO CRE Ser 


. ee teee * tebe rete we eboee 8% 

fands, SOP wees ocme Joneses ne 143 00 

CONE vo5. ces 0 tien ap id ee §218 

PORARNT nore» sx acy hanna 8.00 
stn forth re SB 

3 Mount Ambelation, Mf tap sie 12 
nn Pisgah Ste is ea" 9 


‘ > ‘ | . —_— $109 00 
Balance rema n hand $8 43 
MOSES GRANBERRY, Treasurer U. A, iJ 


- 





ARTICLES OF FAITH 
Of the Union Baptist Association, adopted at the first session, Om the 
18/4 September, A. D. 1820. , 


b. PREAMBLE. 


We, the Charehes of Jesas Christ, who have been regularly baptized » 
a profession of our faith, are convinced of the Le a combination of 
r 


charches, and of maintaining & correapondence preserving of union 
amongst charehes of the same faith aud order. We, therefore, agree to furm 
ourselves into an Association upoh the following prinefples vizi— 


ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


a ae We Salle ve in-One cree God me Paes the Son, and the Holy 
host ; the same in essence, equa cA ngs ry. 

Qud—We believe the Scriptures of the old and Now Testament were given 
by the inspiration of God, and are the only rule of faith and practice. 
caged be believe an ot his panetey te. the Woah depravity of — 

ion in to a —in the t uman na- 
ture—and in man's inability to Penore biesalf to the favor of 3 
4th—We believe that hath loved bis people with an everlasting love 
—that he chose them in Christ before the foundation of the world—that he 
calleth them with a holy and an effectual calling—and being justified alone 
throngh the righteousness of Christ imputed to them, they are kept by the pow- 
es of God} th h faith, into salvation. \s 
5th—We Believe there is one Mediator between God and man—the man 
Christ Jesus: Who, by the satisfaction he made tolaw and justice, in becom- 
ing an offering for sin, hath, by his most precious blood, redeemed the elect 
from under the curse of the law ; that they might be hcly, and without blame 
before him in love. y 
Gth—-We believe that good works are the fruits of faith, and follow after 
een and are evidences of a gracious state; and that all believers are 
ad to obey-every command of God, from a principle of love. 
Th-—We believe in the Resurrection of the and a General Todgnes 
oe > happiness of the righteous and the panishment of the wicked, wili 
everlasting. , 


GOSPEL ORDER. Pag 


—~¥ . 
Ist~We believe that the Visible Charch of Jesas Christ is a 
of faithful persons, who have given themselves tothe Lord, and toone another, 
by the will of God, and have covenanted to keep up a Godly disciptine, agreea- 
bly tothe rules ofthe gospel... wy’ 
@nd—W'g believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church, the only 
La ieee rt ae Links bapperane geapel orl 
_ ptism an rd’s are ordinances, appoint- 
ed by Jesus ‘Chest, wad are to be" continaed ia the church tat iis soctnd 
: ing. =o . . ' 
4th—T hat the Immersion of the Body in Water, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and ofthe Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the only scriptural baptism, as 
taugat Uy rist ont balan. ree 5 , “ : 
5 none arly ba: Chatch Membe 
life, have are fe peas of th prised fc rs, who livea holy 
— the priv on daty of all believers to make a pablie - 
fession of their faith, by submitting th j 
member ofthe vs fe chreh ng themselves. as subjects of ‘baptism, ‘te . 
—Thatt ist y of every regularly organized charch to 
her commnanion ail disorderly and immoral members, ont he wold doctrines 
contrary tothe Scriptures, 7 ? 











+ union of the Churches. 
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RULES OF DEConUM, 
Grloanten, who are regularly chosen by the Churches in our 





L 
comp ; rn ; 4 

ni The ates so chosen shall produce letters from Dot seccaive 
churches, ce their on r with their number in fellow- 






ship, those baptised, reeeived by letter, restored, dismissed, excommunicated, 
al dead, since the Association. 

3. The delegates thus chosen and convened shall be denominated The 
Union Baptist Association. ' é 

4. “The Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who shall be an- 
nually chosen by a —— of the members present, _ 

5. If new Chu re to be admitted into this Union, shall pe- 
tition by letter and delegates. And if, on examination, found orthodox and 
orderly, shall be received by the Association, and manifested by the Morlera- 
tor’s giving their delegates the right hand of fellowship, ; 

6. No Church in this Union shall have a right to more than two delegates 
unless she shall exceed one hundred members. Then she shall have a right 
to an additional delegate for every fifty. 

- 9, Every query seni io the “Aesonintion, by any Church in the Union, 
Se ae ee the Moderator wars it shall be debated; 
and; if there shall b¢,a majority for it, it shall. be taken up and Cae: 
Favsided, always, that those be first consideted which afiect the Union tthe 

urches. T 


i Every motion made seconded shal! be the Associati on. 
casa t be Withdrawn by the person who made aon Pj ” ou 

. Only ohe perpon shail speak at once, who shall rise from his peat and 
address — ere Nine aii’ ~ ; 

10. rson thys ng shall not interrupted, except he depart 
from the sabjort, break the ules of decorum, or cast reflections ona beciner, 
in which case be shall be immediately called to order by the Moderator. d 

11. No person shall speak more than twice to the same subject, without 
leave of the Moderator. 

12. No brother shall finally depart from the Conference without leave of 
the Association. . 

13. The Moderator shall have the liberty of Speaking to any question 
that may be debated, provided the Chair be prot iaeety filled; and have the . 
Pre ot coting, only when the Association is equa y di of 

14, The names of the delegates shall be enrolled by the Clerk, and called 

‘over. as often as the Association deems expedient. ; . 

15, We think it absolutely necessary to. have an Association fund, for 
defraying the expenses of the same, For the raising and supporting of which j 
: ry aay the duty of —— ee inthe Union fe oes suc eae as . 
they em proper, sen the hands of their delegates to Asso- 
elation” And the nay thus tatttbeeed by the Churches shall be ited ‘ 
in the hands of the Treasurer, by the tion epgoiated, who, Wo ih, 
countable to the Association for all the. monies by him recéived and paid out, j 
acrotding to the direction of the same. wy a ae 

16, The minutes of the aan shall be read (and corrected, if ne-. 
cessary,) and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Association tise. ~. 


THE POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, oe 
1. ‘It shall be the business of the Association to provide for the general , ' 
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2. To keep up a friendly corres dence, (when convenient,) with those 
Associations ef the same faith and order. aot 

3. This Association shall have no oe to lord it over God's heritage, 
nor infringe upgn any of the internal rights of the Churches. 

- 4. It sha the duty of this Association to give the Churches the best 
advice in their power, in difficult matters; to .inquire into any difficulties 
which may exist between sister Churches, and temove them if possible. «, + 

5. To admit any of the brethren in the Ministry as Assistants, but not 
to give them the privilege of voting. . » oe : 
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6: This Association shall have power to withdraw from any Charch in: 
the Union, which may be unsound in principle or immoral in practice, untij 
recliner in rac, by and with thei 

. Toa t any OF persons, by and wit Yr CONSEM, te 
act any vesianes which he Association ma necessary. ev ee 

8 The Associations shall have power to adjourn to any time or piace 
they mn Oy proper. , 

9. ‘The Association shall be opened and closed with prayers, 


: The following information was sent up to 
churches, in addition to the uougl : 
Ministers—the number of While Males and 
church—the time when the church was t 

at that time—and@heir Pastors 
clude it in their next letterst It is utes, 80 SOON 
as all may give these items. It will be @ shart and comprehensive histars al each 
eburch. : 


In comparing the of the churches 
several in heen an = “0 . 
in making out their reports, 30 may be correct. One church reported 
loss of one member, and no addition; yet, on comparing the total number with that 
of last year, we find a loss of 16 members, and no account given how’ they lost 
them. The Clerk hes correetéd those mistakes that existed in favor of the churches. 


The following resolutions are extracts taken from the Mimutes of the first 
session of the Union Association, passed 18th September, 1820, page 10: . 
: “Resolved, That it be reeommended to the churches, in owr Union, to raise & 
‘ fund, (to be placed in the hands of the clerk or treasurer,) to be eppropriated by 
\, the church to travel preachers.” 
\ “Brother John Smith is requested to travel for one year, and preach the gos- 
‘pel, as oun Missrowany, thia state, or wherever jn the Providence of 
Gop he may be directed; and be it . to 
|, Ordered, That he receive, at this time, ten dollars out of the Assopiation 
“We also earnestly entreat members of the churches composing this Asso~ 
ciation to abstain from the-use of spirituous liquors.” ; 
“Qn the Lord’s day we enjoyed sweet commanion at his table, with o 
number of commuuicants than we remember to have seen on any former 


aig oy 4 

‘The Clerk hopes the re-printing of the above quotations will be approved 
of: They are worth preserving. The minutes of that session are very scaree. He 
eae” trouble to proeure one, and it is the only one known of that 
tou beard of. 
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